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SBC Communications Inc. (SBC), by its Attorneys and on behalf of its

subsidiaries, including Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBn, Southwestern Bell

Mobile Systems (SBMS), and Southwestern Bell Communications Services, Inc. (SBCS),

files these Comments in response to the Public Notice in which the Commission has

requested further Comments on the duration ofthe transition period for expansion from three

to four digit Carrier Identification Codes (CICs). SBC submits that the transition (or

permissive) period should be ended no later than December 31, 1996.

I. THE TRANSITION PERIOD FOR ACCESS CODE DIALING SHOULD BE
ENDED.

The Carrier Access Code (CAC) is a dialing sequence used by a customer to

access a preferred Interexchange Carrier (IXC), when that IXC is not the preselected carrier

for the service the customer is then using. The CAC .for Feature Group D access, before

expansion to four digit CICs, was in the format 1OXXX1
, in which XXX represented the
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CIC. When the three digit CICs exhausted, four digit CICs in the 5XXX and 6XXX series

were assigned, resulting in seven digit CACs in the form 101XXXX. New entrants were

therefore assigned only seven digit CACs.

The transition (or permissive) period, which began April 1, 1995, allows the

public to use either a five digit CAC or seven digit CAC to reach a carrier of choice--

provided the carrier has been assigned a three-digit CIC.2 If the carrier has been assigned

only a four-digit CIC in the 5XXX and 6XXX ranges, then only that code may be used to

access that carrier, and therefore a seven-digit CAC must be dialed.

The length of the transition period directly affects the quantity of CICs

remaining in the 5XXX and 6XXX series. The transition plan to four-digit CICs requires a

switch, when confronted with a dialed series of WIll, 101,5., or 101.6 in the CAC, to expect

three additional digits. During this transition period, any other digit in the fourth position of

this dialed sequence (101.J notifies the switch to expect only one additional digit. Thus, by

definition, the transition period must end when CICs in the 5XXX and 6XXX series are

depleted. When that happens, there will no longer be a mechanism to distinguish a seven

digit CAC from a five digit CAC. Until the transition period ends, however, CICs will

essentially remain in two formats: a three-digit format (XXX) and a four-digit format

(xxxx).

2 A customer, when using a carrier that has been assigned a three digit crc, must dial
101oXXX when using the seven digit CAC format.
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Section 251 ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the Act) requires local

exchange carriers (LECs) to provide dialing parity. LECs cannot provide toll dialing parity,

however, as long as there are differences in the length of the CAC for Feature Group D

dialing.

II. THE RESTRICTION ON CIC ASSIGNMENT SHOULD BE TERMINATED.

SBC believes that the transition period should be ended. Others have argued,

and will continue to argue, that the transition period should continue. If the period should

continue, then the supply of four digit CICs in the 5XXX and 6XXX ranges must be

preserved for the duration ofthe period, because, as pointed out above, once the 5XXX and

6XXX CICs are depleted, the dual dialing system can no longer be utilized. The Public

Notice to which these Comments are addressed expressed concern that "there has been an

unexpected increase in the demand for CICs. 1I
3 This becomes a problem only ifthe transition

plan is to be prolonged. Ifthe transition period is terminated, then exhaust ofthe 5XXX and

6XXX codes is not so crucial.

Currently, the North American Numbering Plan Administrator, at the direction

ofthe Commission, is assigning only one CIC per entity. This conservation mode initially

took effect when the assignment ofthe 969 available three digit CICs reached 700--in March,

1989. Prior to that date, an entity could be assigned three CICs.

3 Public Notice, DA 96-678, p. 1, released April 30, 1996.
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The meeting record from the Industry Carriers Compatibility Forum (ICCF)

# 16, on March 1-2, 1989, indicates that 689 CICs had been assigned. Ofthat total, 668 had

been assigned for domestic use to 505 different entities. The breakdown on CIC assignment

was:

Number ofCICs

1
2
3
4
5
6

# ofEntities Assi&Ded
That Number of CICs

401
60
37

1
4
2

Seventy-nine percent ofthe entities held only one code, even when entitled to

three. These data indicate that, if the current assignment restrictions were lifted, not every

entity would want or need additional codes. Therefore, whether or not the transition period

is extended, there is no reason to continue the current restriction on the assignment ofCICs.

III. CONCLUSION

The Commission should end the transition period by no later than

December 31, 1996. There have been no persuasive arguments placed on the record which

warrant its continuation past that date. This period certainly accommodates the need to

educate customers and is much longer than the period normally associated with other dialing

changes.
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Respectfully submitted,

SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC.

By ~~ L)~'E:'
James D. Ellis
Robert M. Lynch
David F. Brown
175 E. Houston, Room 1254
San Antonio, Texas 78205
(210) 351-3478

ATTORNEYS FORSBC
COMMUNICATIONS INC.

Durward D. Dupre
J. Paul Walters, Jr.
One Bell Center, Room 3520
St. Louis, Missouri 63101
(314) 235-2507

ATTORNEYS FOR SOUTHWESTERN BELL
TELEPHONE COMPANY
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EDWARD R WHOLL
CAMPBELL L AYLING
NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE &

TELEGRAPH COMPANY
120 BLOOMINGDALE ROAD
WHITE PLAINS NY 10605

FLOYD S KEENE
LARRY A PECK
MARK R ORTLIEB
AMERITECH
2000 W AMERITECH CENTER DRIVE
ROOM 4H86
HOFFMAN ESTATES IL 60196-1025

M ROBERT SUTHERLAND
SHIRLEY A RANSOM
BELLSOUTH CORPORATION
1155 PEACHTREE ST NE
SUITE 1700
ATLANTA GEORGIA 30309-3610

JAMES P TUTHILL
NANCY C WOOLF
PACIFIC TELESIS
140 NEW MONTGOMERY STREET
ROOM 1523
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105

M DE B BROWN
PACIFIC TELESIS
130 KEARNY STREET
ROOM 3659
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94108

JAMES L WURTZ
PACIFIC TELESIS
1275 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON DC 20004

JEFFREY S BORK
U S WEST INC
1020 19TH STREET NW
SUITE 700
WASHINGTON DC 20036

MICHAEL S SLOMIN
BELL COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH INC
290 W MOUNT PLEASANT AVENUE
LIVINGSTON NY 07039

LINDA D HERSHMAN
SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORP
227 CHURCH STREET
NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 06510

RE SIGMON
CINCINNATI BELL
201 E 4TH STREET
PO BOX 2301
CINCINNATI OHIO 45201



ROY L MORIS
ALLNET
1990 M STREET NW
SUITE 500
WASHINGTON DC 20036

JUDITH ST LEDGER-ROTY
LYNN E SHAPIRO
INTELLICALL INC
1200 18TH STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20036

D KELLY DANIELS
TELCO PLANNING INC
808 THE PITTOCK BLOCK
921 SW WASHINGTON
PORTLAND OR 97205

ALEX J HARIS
TELEPORT
ONE TELEPORT DRIVE
STATEN ISLAND NY 10311-1011

PAUL RODGERS
CHARLES D GRAY
JAMES BRADFORD RAMSAY
NARUC
1102 ICC BUILDING
PO BOX 684
WASHINGTON DC 20044

DARRELL S TOWNSLEY
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
160 NORTH LASALLE STREET
SUITE C-800
CHICAGO IL 60601

JOSEPHINE S TRUBEK
ROCHESTER TELEPHONE CORPORATION
180 SOUTH CLINTON AVENUE
ROCHESTER NEW YORK 14646

ANGELA BURNETT
INFORMATION INDUSTRY ASSOC
555 NEW JERSEY AVENUE NW
SUITE 800
WASHINGTON DC 20001

C/O JUDITH ST LEDGER-ROTY
PAGING NETWORK INC
1200 18TH STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20036

JAMES L CASEY
AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION

OF AMERICA
1301 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON DC 20004



JOHN L BARTLETT
ROBERT J BUTLER
AERONAUTICAL RADIO INC
1776 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20006

DANIEL L BRENNER
DAVID L NICOLL
NCTA
1724 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON DC 20036

ALBERT H KRAMER
ROBERT F ALDRICH
AMERICAN PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

COUNCIL
1201 NEW YORK AVENUE NW
PENTHOUSE SUITE
WASHINGTON DC 20005-3919

A A KURTZE
CENTEL CORPORATION
8725 HIGGING ROAD
CHICAGO IL 60631

MARK H GOLDBERG
UNITEL COMMUNICATIONS INC
200 WASHINGTON STREET WEST
TORONTO ONTARIO CANADA M5V 3C7

BRUCE D JACOBS
GLENN S RICHARDS
1255 23RD STREET NW
SUITE 800
WASHINGTON DC 20037

DAVID C HENNY
WHIDBEY TELEPHONE COMPANY
2747 E STATE HIGHWAY 525
LANGLEY WASHINGTON 98260-9799

MICHAEL F ALTSCHUL
CTIA
TWO LAFAYETTE CENTRE SUITE 300
1133 21ST STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20036

DAVID COSSON
NTCA
2626 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON DC 20037

WERNER K HARTENBERGER
JG HARRINGTON
LAURA H PHILLIPS
DOW LOHNES & ALBERTSON
1255 23RD STREET SUITE 500
WASHINGTON DC 20037



DANIEL L BART
GTE SERVICE CORPORATION
1850 M STREET NW
SUITE 1200
WASHINGTON DC 20036

LORETTA J GARCIA
DONALD J ELARDO
MCI TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORP
1801 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON DC 20006

JOHN M GOODMAN
KAREN ZACHARIA
ATTORNEYS FOR BELL ATLANTIC
1320 N COURT HOUSE ROAD
8TH FL
ARLINGTON VA 22201

JAMES S BLASZAK
FRANCIS E FLETCHER JR
ATTORNEYS FOR AD HOC TELECOMM

USERS COMMITTEE
GARDNER CARTON & DOUGLAS
1301 K STREET NW
SUITE 900 - EAST TOWER
WASHINGTON DC 20005

R MICHAEL SENKOWSKI
JEFFREY S LINDER
WILEY REIN & FIELDING
1776 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20006

ITS INC
1919 M STREET NW
ROOM 246
WASHINGTON DC 20054

PETER GUGGINA
ROBERT W TRAYLOR JR
CONSULTANTS FOR MCI
2400 N GLENVILLE DRIVE
RICHARDSON TX 75082

MARK R HAMILTON
MARSHA OLCH
MCCAW CELLULAR COMMUNICATIONS INC
5400 CARILLON POINT
KIRKLAND WA 98033

MARK C ROSENBLUM
ROBERT J MCKEE
ALBERT M LEWIS
ATTORNEYS FOR AT&T CORP
295 N MAPLE AVENUE
ROOM 3244J1
BASKING RIDGE NJ 07920-1092

H R BURROWS
NETWORK RESOURCE RESEARCH
F4 160 ELGIN STREET
OTTOWA ONTARIO CANADA KIG 314



ANDREW D LIPMAN
RUSSELL M BLAU
SWIDLER & BERLIN CHARTERED
3000 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20007

MARY MCDERMOTT
ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL
USTA
1401 H STREET NW STE 600
WASHINGTON DC 20005-2136

ALBERT H KRAMER
ROBERT F ALDRICH
KECK MAHIN & CATE
1201 NEW YORK AVENUE NW
PENTHOUSE SUITE
WASHINGTON DC 20005-3919

JONATHAN D BLAKE
ELLEN K SNYDER
COVINGTON & BURLING
1201 PENNSYLVANIA AVENYUE NW
PO BOX 7566
WASHINGTON DC 20044

MICHAEL G HOFFMAN ESQ
VICE PRESIDENT
LEGAL & REGULATORY AFFAIRS
VARTEC TELECOM INC
3200 WEST PLEASANT RUN ROAD
LANCASTER TEXAS 75146

JAY C KEITHLEY
LEON KESTENBAUM
NORINA T MOY
SPRINT CORPORATION
1850 M STREET NW SUITE 1100
WASHINGTON DC 20036

W RICHARD MORRIS
SPRINT CORPORATION
PO BOX 11315
KANSAS CITY MO 64112

WILLIAM J COWAN
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC SERVICE
TRHEE EMPIRE STATE PLAZA
ALBANY NY 12223

CARL WAYNE SMITH
CHIEF REGULATORY COUNSEL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS (DOD)
CODE AR
DEFENSE INFORMATION SYSTEMS

AGENCY
701 S COURTHOUSE ROAD
ARLINGTON VIRGINIA 22204

W THEODORE PIERSON JR
RICHARD M METZGER
COUNSEL FOR ALTS
PIERSON & TUTTLE
1200 NINETEENTH STREET NW
SUITE 607
WASHINGTON DC 20036



HEATHER BURNETT TOLD
PRESIDENT-ALTS
1200 19TH STREET NW
SUITE 607
WASHINGTON DC 20036

DAVID J GUDINO
1850 M STREET NW
SUTIE 1200
WASHINGTON DC 20036

RICHARD A ASKOFF
ATTORNEY FOR THE

NATIONAL EXCHANGE CARRIER
ASSOCIATION INC

100 SOUTH JEFFERSON ROAD
WHIPPANY NJ 07981

M ROBERT SUTHERLAND
SHIRLEY A RANSOM
ATTORNEYS FOR BELLSOUTH

TELECOMMUNICATIONS INC
4300 SOUTHERN BELL CENTER
675 WEST PEACHTRE STREET NE
ATLANTA GEORGIA 30375

ELIZABETH R SACHS
ATTONREY FOR AMERICAN MOBILE

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOC INC
LUKAS MCGOWAN NACE & GUTIERREZ
1819 H STREET NW
SEVENTH FLOOR
WASHINGTON DC 20006

DR LEE L SELWYN
ECONOMICS AND TECHNOLOGY INC
ONE WASHINGTON MALL
BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 02108

LEONARD J KENNEDY
LAURA H PHILLIPS
RICHARD S DENNING
ATTORNEYS FOR NEXTEL

COMMUNICATIONS INC
DOW LOHNES & ALBERTSON
1255 23RD STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20037

ROY L MORRIS
REGULATORY COUNSEL FOR

ALLNET COMMUNICATION
SERVICES INC

1990 M STREET NW SUITE 500
WASHINGTON DC 20036

RAYMOND G BENDER JR
J G HARRINGTON
ATTORNEYS FOR VANGUARD CELLULAR

SYSTEMS INC
DOWN LOHNES & ALBERTSON
1255 23RD STREET NW SUITE 500
WASHINGTON DC 20037

CHARLES C HUNTER
ATTORNEY FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS

RESELLERS ASSOCIATION
KELLY HUNTER MOW & POVICH PC
1133 CONNECTICUT AVE NW
SEVENTH FLOOR
WASHINGTON DC 20036



CINDY Z SCHONHAUT ESQ
VICE PRESIDENT
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
MFS COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY

INC
3000 K STREET NW
SUITE 300
WASHINGTON DC 20007

B C SCHUR
RATES PLANNING AND

REGULATORY SUPPORT
STENTOR RESOURCE CENTRE INC
160 ELGIN ST FLOOR 22
OTTAWA ONTARIO K1G3J4

PAMELA J RILEY
DIRECTOR-PUBLIC POLICY
AIRTOUCH COMMUNICATIONS
425 MARKET STREET
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94105

DOUGLAS W KINKOPH
DIRECTOR REGULATORY/LEGISLATIVE

AFFAIRS
8180 GREENSBORO DRIVE
MCLEAN VA 20165

ANDREW LIPMAN
ATTORNEY FOR MFS
SWIDLER & BERLIN CHARTERED
3000 K STREET NW
SUITE 300
WASHINGTON DC 20007

DAVID A GROSS
WASHINGTON COUNSEL FOR
AIRTOUCH COMMUNICATIONS
1818 N STREET NW
WASHINGTON DC 20036

THOMAS E TAYLOR
CHRISTOPHER J WILSON
ATTORNEYS FOR CINCINNATI BELL

TELEPHONE COMPANY
2500 PNC CENTER
201 EAST FIFTH STREET
CINCINNATI OHIO 45202


